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SANDALWOOD — ILLEGAL HARVESTING 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.01 pm]: Today I bring to the attention of 
the house a concerning rise in the illegal harvesting, processing, transporting and sale of sandalwood. 
Sandalwood is protected flora in Western Australia, and a limited number of harvesting licences are issued each 
year to ensure the sustainability of the industry. The sandalwood black market is thought to be worth millions of 
dollars and most illegally harvested sandalwood is exported out of Australia to Asia where it is used for 
medicinal and aromatic purposes. Sandalwood can command up to $15 000 a tonne on the black market. This 
lucrative market has resulted in a big increase in the frequency and scale of illegal sandalwood operations, which 
is causing a lot of damage to the environment and undermining legitimate operators. 
I am pleased to report that the Department of Environment and Conservation, with the assistance of Western 
Australia Police, have been working very hard to curb this activity and have made several seizures of illegally 
harvested sandalwood and harvesting equipment. Since March last year, about 166  tonnes of illegally harvested 
sandalwood valued at up to $2.5 million has been seized, including 75 tonnes from a wheatbelt property and 
more than 40 tonnes in the goldfields in the past two months. This month six tonnes was seized at Eucla and a 
consignment of 15 tonnes originating from Western Australia was intercepted in Port Augusta, South Australia. 
This was a direct result of continued liaison between DEC and its interstate counterparts on this issue. 
Investigations into illegal operations are continuing, and charges are expected to be laid. 

In response to the increase in the illegal trade, DEC launched a compliance operation across Perth and the south 
west this month, which is targeted at sandalwood dealers and exporters. As part of Operation Lighthouse, DEC 
visited several sandalwood dealers and exporters and checked their sandalwood stocks and records. Dealers were 
also advised of the introduction of sandalwood transport authority notices, which are required to transport 
sandalwood that has been taken for sale from private property under a licence issued by DEC. Sandalwood 
buyers have a legal obligation to ensure they purchase the product only from licensed sandalwood pullers, and 
make a record of their purchases. 

The message is clear: anyone involved in the sale, transporting or processing of illegally harvested sandalwood 
faces prosecution and the loss of their operating equipment. I assure the house that while there is much more 
work to be done, this government is very serious about putting a stop to this environmentally damaging trade. It 
is a challenging task for investigators, and I thank DEC and WA Police for their diligence and tireless efforts. 
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